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SIX DISTINGUISHED UM ALUMNI RECEIVE AWARDS AT HOMECOMING 
MISSOULA —
Six UM alumni who have been highly successful in their careers and outstanding as 
ambassadors for The University of Montana—Missoula will receive the UM Alumni Association’s 
1996 Distinguished Alumni Awards during this year’s Homecoming celebration.
The award recipients are Andrew L. Hofmeister, the late George T. Kalans, Donald L. 
Lodmell, Sherman V. Lohn, Richard R. "Shag" Miller and Bart W. O’Gara. They’ll receive their 
awards at the traditional Singing on the Steps of Main Hall ceremony starting at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
OcL 11.
Hofmeister recently retired after teaching art and painting for 32 years at Washington State 
University in Pullman. His years there and his contribution to the history of the arts in the Pacific 
Northwest inspired "Odyssey: Andrew L. Hofmeister," a book on his life and art considered one the 
finest works in the WSU press Art Series. A 1938 UM graduate, Hofmeister was bom in Forsyth. 
He taught public school in Malta, Miles City, Dillon and Great Falls before moving to Pullman in 
1946.
Kalaris had a distinguished career with the CIA spanning 28 years beginning in 1952. He 
served as chief of counterintelligence, chief of the Soviet-East Europe Division and, later, special 
assistant to CIA Director Stansfield Turner. His work in counterintelligence, for which he received 
the Intelligence Medal of Merit and the Distinguished Intelligence Medal, is documented in David
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Wise’s "Molehunt" and Tim Mangold’s "Cold Warrior." Bom in Billings, Kalaris earned a UM 
law degree in 1949. He died in September 1995. His widow, Ismene, lives in Bethesda, M d„ and 
will accept his UM award.
Lodmell, a research scientist with the National Institutes of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
for the past 29 years, is credited with the development and testing of safe, effective and inexpensive 
rabies vaccines. For this work he received the U.S. Public Health Service Medal of Commendation 
in 1992. Soon to retire from the health service, Lodmell lives in Hamilton, chairs the Rocky 
Mountain Laboratories’ seminar committee and serves on the Teller Wildlife Refuge board of 
directors. He graduated from Poison High School in 1957 and holds master’s and doctoral degrees 
in microbiology from UM.
Lohn earned a juris doctorate at UM in 1949 and has been a partner in the Missoula law 
Firm Garlington, Lohn & Robinson since its formation in 1955. In 1992 the State Bar Association 
awarded him its highest honor, the William J. Jameson Award for Professionalism. A former 
member of the 9th Circuit Judicial Conference advisory board, Lohn now directs the 9th Judicial 
Circuit Historical Society. Locally, he’s chaired the District I school board, been director of the 
Missoula Area Chamber of Commerce and contributed leadership and legal advice to The 
University of Montana Foundation and its board of trustees. He was bom in Helena.
Miller grew up in Butte. He served in World War II, earned a UM journalism degree in 
1947, traveled a year as a Theta Chi fraternity representative and then returned to his hometown to 
write for the Montana Standard. Now the owner of Muzak Communications, an audio-video 
company serving 29 Montana counties, Miller launched his broadcasting career in 1962, when he
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bought radio station KJBOW and began setting the standard for responsible local ownership. He’s 
been president of the Montana Broadcasters Association and a member of the CBS Radio Affiliates 
Board.
O’Gara, a Laurel, Neb., native, earned a doctorate in zoology at UM in 1968 and spent his 
entire professional career at the Montana Cooperative Wildlife Unit on campus, first as the unit’s 
assistant leader and then its leader. He retired in 1992. During his years at the unit he developed 
programs for research in China, Nepal and Pakistan and earned UM’s Distinguished Scholar Award. 
O'Gara has also received a Meritorious Service Award from the U.S. Department of the Interior 
and the Distinguished Service Award from the Montana Chapter of the Wildlife Society.
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